©first timme held that an innkeeper must evict
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'_A DOWNTOWN Denver hotel ‘evicts .2~

guest -along: with " several "of her drunk
*“friends who were patfyiiig ina foom, B
On the dtive home; they get itito aﬁ ac-
- -tident that leaves one passenger dead and

- another ina pernidnent vegetative state.

- 1Is thie hotel responsible? It might: be,
‘the ‘Colotado Cotirt of Appeals said ini a-

“recent decision in which the coutt for ihe

- a'guest ind reasonable matiner. |
. 'THe decision doestit defifie that phrase
but says the innkeeper must at léast cor
“sider the condition of the gues
- conditions outside. -
_ - 'The decision is'a reversa} 1
or1g1nal ‘tuling in this case last Novermber,
Hin which'it uphe]d ‘the: dzstnct'courts
" ciston to dismiss the case on a
judgment moticn by the hotel:

_In the'earlier majority opinion, Judge:
“David Furman wrote that the hotel’s duty
" to care for a-guest ends when the guest is’

- evicted. ]udge_]ohn Webb dxssented =

The parents of onie of the victims, ;

. - Groh, stied the Westin Hotel. Groh reriains

in a vegetative staté after a drunken driv-. : “wait ini the: lobby while we get a'cab?”

- ing accident in-the wee hours'of a winter

‘morning in 2007.

“home.

Groh and several fr1ends were in the

£

- The jury Could fi nd :t reasonabty foreseeabie that after elng ev:cted
~and denied the opportunity to wait in the lobby for a taxi;
“would try to get home _by car eﬁher drlvmg herseif or rsdmg w:th one

of her companions..

" room dtinking when droﬁﬁd'i':kifi afm ases
curity guard who said he heard loud noises™
~from two floors up decided fo in"ves‘tigate. :

No guests had complained. ..

. _'The guard knocked ‘on’" the door and.
e Groh came out. Over the next several min- :
*utes, Groh spoke first with the guard, thena
second guard who artived and finally with
-the hotel’s manager. During their negotia--
" tions; at least one person in Groh's group®
said that everyone was. drunk, which was
~'the whole point ‘of renting the room; dhd "
 they couldn't be expected o leave now in- -';qed the trial jtidge to distniss the'case on’
© 7 /a summary judgment motion.. ..

g their condition.

o The hotel emp.loyee.s. would Tater say"‘
e {;_t_hat.c__mly_ one of the _guests__seemed drunk -,

“guard crossed his arms and sdid,: “No, get :

. .. the f* o out of here
Groh had booked 4 roorm at the Westln s

- for the night of March 3, 2007, because she :
“and some friends planined to hit nightclubs
~downtown and wanted a place'to crash 'so-
“they wouldn’t have to worry about getting " =z
- 'Groh gave her the keys and the seven pﬁed
‘into Grol's PT. Cruiser, which only had

:.seatbeits for five,

- hotel ‘on- the way .toGroh's- home, Reed .
‘plowed into the rear of a slow-moving car.
:Her blood-alcoliol Jevel was two to-three’

“times the legal limit. She was alsothe only :

~ one wearing a seatbelt

~“‘Groh suffered severe héad injuries that leﬂ
_her in a vegetative state. .

: _should not have evicted a group of people
~who had been drinking all night. The hotel

'“'I}us court holds-that iotels :do-not - have:a

to-prevent. the drunken driving ‘ac- .
wd had made no- promlses that'_

words; the parents weré try‘mg to piinish
i hotel for- somethmg i dldnt do ot

' -ﬂns tithe Wlth Webb in'the majority.
‘Webb wrote thit the Hotel was cértainly -
: t Grah but that it

it freezing out’ here,

Around 4 a.m}; “several rmles frony the

“Onie ‘passenger-died in the ac dent

Her parents-sued the hotel,: argumg it

.- The judge granted ‘the request, saymg :
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. Tickets to this reception are $35
- for an individual. Corporaté counsel
year. 'Ihey range ﬁ*om practlce ared speaﬁc_ i o
© Cotirses to evénts featuring gest speakerson from more than a dozen different

i 5 . companies will be attending,
3
a vanety of top1cs. Ive seen enough of these lnciu dmg attorneys from v aima
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' practice or aboit the role of the rule‘of law'. o
in various SOCletleS or even about the umque_

Inclusivriess Sunnmt witha bevy of questlons i
' :-_..__’Ihe tpcoming event, which is scheduled for
: _May 6, a1ms to present a handful of dsﬁ‘erent’ i

ST sma]] d1scla1n1er may be necessary be-
fore T contmue T worked w1th the nonproﬁt

IN THE COUF{TS i "¢ everybody leaving their lobby? Is the ho- -
G tel going to be the gatekeeper for that?” .

A lot of premises, habrhty cases are.

'be unabIe to avoid the hazard because of & dlsmlssed on summary judgment on the 3

mtoxu:atlon, Webb wrote

B grounds that there was no duty owed
ourts ottt jurisdic

to the injured person - just as the trial ©
' granted summary Judgement

G plamtlffs to sirvivé simmary judgment. - ;
and get to a juty, which is half the battle,

“can now argue that' whether ‘a° ‘guest is
evicted in a reasonable matfer is a ques-

" ajury to decide. S
. Shafner agreed ‘that getting before a’’

busmesses in premlses habrhty iawsults, evict somebody, just do it in a safe way,. S
said this’decision; if it stands; creates an’ he said, “But let the j ]ury dec1de whether-.'_'- '

: overIy burdensome duty for mnkeepers - you did it i in a'safe way or not.”

- UIf 4 jury decides in this case that the-_" B
_' Westin's staff acted reasoriably; then so be.
" it, Shafner said. But after all these yeats,
* he said, Groh parents deserve to have"
1 their day in court -

court }udge ruled in this case when he R

This ruling will make it easier for o
Hayter said. Plalntlffs suing 1nnkeepers:__ S

0 ~tion offaet not la_v_v, and is somethmg for'. S

"]ury is precrseiy the pomt “If you want to ;. :_'



